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severe pain, and the same may be said of acids ; while upon others, it is attended with but little or no unpleasant sensation.
The removal of caries from the teeth of some is attended with insupportable pain, while from others, it is not productive of the slightest suffering. The bone of some teeth, when exposed by the destruction of the enamel or recession of the gums is so very sensitive that the slightest contact of any hard foreign substance causes the most acute pain, while that of others does not seem to be endowed with any perceptible sensibility.
To what are these differences in the sensibility of are made. This is always increased by inflammation of the dentine, and it is also evidently influenced both by the physical condition of the organs and the state of the general system, often manifesting itself when the former are apparently free from increased vascular action. It is also often increased in a most wonderful degree by the action of acids, and especially after the dentine has become exposed by the destruction of the enamel or recession of the gums.
There seems, however, to be some difference of opinion with regard to the manner in which this effect is produced. Some ascribe it to increased sensibility in the gums and alveolo-dental periosteum, and not to any direct action of the acid upon the teeth themselves. This opinion, however, is not held by many dentists of the present day, for it is well known that no increase of nervous susceptibility in these organs is produced unless the acid come in direct contact with them. Now, in view of the facts which the writer has thus hastily enumerated, he thinks it must be admitted by all, that the nerves of the dentine are the true media through which external impressions are transmitted, either directly to the nervous center, or to the pulp within, and from thence conveyed to it.
